
February 16, 2022 

Honourable Jean-Yves Duclos 
Government of Canada  
Ottawa, Ontario  
K1A 0K9 
 
Dear Honourable Minister Jean-Yves Duclos, 
 
I am writing to you in support of TheraPsil’s application for an exemption for their therapists to 
receive psilocybin to train their therapists in the use of psychedelic medicine.  

I have been advocating for the use of psychedelics in the context of therapy, for many decades. Most 
recently, I was the founder and CEO of MAPS Canada (Multidisciplinary Association for 
Psychedelic Studies), an organization that funded and supported a number of different psychedelic 
research initiatives. I currently work for Psygen as the Director of Clinical Research. Psygen is a new 
pharmaceutical company that intends to be a large-scale manufacturer focused exclusively on 
psychedelic medicines.    

I have been aware for decades that psychedelic assisted therapies will be transformative to many 
professions, including psychiatry, psychology, clinical nursing, and social work. I am also aware of 
the significant public perception shift which is occurring. I believe this change is a response to the 
media, which is consistent in its reporting of a wide variety of benefits for psychedelics, when used 
in the context of medicine. It was validating for me to observe the Health Canada announcement 
regarding the Special Access Program detailed a significant level of public support for greater access 
to psychedelics.   

I have been involved with several research studies and observe that the training of therapists to 
provide effective, ethical and skillful practice is a vital component of a successful clinical trial. The 
therapist's own experience with these medicines is crucial in their skill development. In fact, it is hard 
to imagine a competent therapist that is not had their own deep psychedelic experiences.  

TheraPsil specifically has played a leadership role in the Canadian landscape and their persistent 
advocacy to improve what can often be a challenging experience at the end of life. We, as Canadians, 
achieved a significant landmark by implementing the MAiD program, which allows individuals to 
end their lives compassionately and gracefully. A logical next step would be to allow dying people to 
have a profound psychedelic experience. If people have a right to die, they certainly should have a 
right to try. The research has shown that the psilocybin experience is often the most spiritual and 
meaningful in people’s lives, and competent, experienced therapists are a vital part of implementing 
the service. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Haden 
Director of Clinical Research – Pysgen 
Adjunct Professor – UBC School of Population and Public Health 


